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in a setting where academic work is so deeply scrutinised, is seen as
something akin to a far more senior rank. The application process for
Assistant Professor alone can take years, including intensive scrutiny
of work published, teaching records, and even national views and
alignment termed as ‘service’. The result is that, at the very least, a
Thai Assistant Professorship holds an informal equability to Associate
Professorship in the US, or perhaps even has some semblance of the
F ~gir_rmd0_a_bekgabnpmacag0l0Ecpk_Iw0Ujqrd?1 plojloqmiciimplo
or another exist in many Thai HE roles, not all entry-level lecturers
are akin to Assistant Professors, unlike in the US tenure track system.
ibcebrfcdfmImplial_1b0rfc) a_bekaadp 1iomd)2h ph0_pedamlU_rcho
and overlapping; favouritism plays a role in rank appointment as well
(Lao, 2015).

Meanwhile, academic migrants from senior professorial ranks
overseas would likely be surprised to discover that experience, within
Thai HE, is counted as within service to a university. It is not uncommon,
ctel0mp_a_bekiagdmit Ibdrfekacjteglpeqr proled rorfe)™ mrmkomd) 0
pay-scale if they move universities domestically, and it would likely
present a considerable barrier to entry for overseas academics to
discover that their hard-won ranks would need to be reapplied for,
likely after a period of minimum service and, then, additional rounds
of peer-review beyond that of a publication submission, a process that
has its own unique interpretations of high-quality, often tied to state
metrics and research priorities governed by ideas of maintaining Thai
qeptiacOiB_wi$0Qisjosrf tmle00.0/ 9U repod$0B w0.00" )Asjrsp jo
exchange, and education, will be key to global Thai HE.

Even linguistically, the cultural practises and language
choices towards the Thai term Ajarn are likely to be very confusing to
outsiders, potentially leading to a challenge or point of offence. The
conceptual understanding of face-culture that exists within Thailand,
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its professorial responsibility as tied to teaching, more than scholarship.
Furthermore “rough” borrowed translations into English do little to
help, as the word Ajarn itself is informally translated as ‘professor’ in
Thai. Often, these translations are utilised by foreigners or international
academics in Thailand who are less aware of the complicated systems
of academic ranking, cultural value, and sociolinguistic meaning of
the term. This adds problems for collaboration. They, after all, invite
the question of what an Ajarn actually is or at least means, a point
raised in academic research and seen as problematic in trying to build
international collaboration (Lao, 2015).

Even in Thailand, Ajarn, as a title, has multiple senses,
including an early-career position and a life-long title. These exist
_jmleqibod QrafofmmpUamibeeniknmor_lac) 1blor rsglRE ofigrmpw
They are applied to the same referents, suggesting that the “linguistic
heritage” of Ajarn, and those that hold the title as a job, are one and
the same. Thailand 4.0, however, seeks to take academia beyond Thal
qmagerw,0Ugrfdejm™ jiachd_ K grmI¥0urdg0pcjy_1romi0amjj_mp_rmd0ugrfo
foreign universities, with different values and traditions. Ajarn, then, are
actors with agency integral to social and technical transformation under
Thailand 4.0 (Law, 2000). However, despite prestige and endorsement,
Thai HE is not as successful as it perhaps should be. Lao (2015; 2017),
Rangsivek (2017), Kaur et al. (2016), and Knox (2019) attribute this to
convoluted government education policies leading to poor results,
cross-communication problems, authoritarian personalities, internal
amlOgart)_1o0 (j_aidmirc_afcplrp hyle,

Literature Review: Actor-Network Theory in Thai HE

Therefore, Ajarn is a title in meaning, but also a descriptor of
a network of “actors” that exist and have agency within Thailand, from
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RE_ij_ 1600 Imrdrfe)tpgrdams IdmOF_tcd_0sIstcogmid_Ib0_a_bekal
qwqrckOGucbOugrfO a bckgaOgIamquqrcIagcq07q0bcqapg ch0uict IqO
{0../40_0npm” jckyl0Ucqrepl s Itepgpricqbial il edgr_dddnpeacpc iy jjwd
onimpact publication, to elevate internal quality assurances. So, hiring
is not based on teaching, furthering nepotism. In contrast, Thai HE
could actually be argued as being far more advanced, egalitarian, and
effective in its higher education system; a focus on teaching dominates
ricbsa_nml_jwgrckgiufeltamkn_pehimiUcarepl) a_bekiatwgrekay)
Students are valued highly, albeit with hierarchy.

Meanwhile, the status of Ajarn conveys tenure-like
contractual job security, with some employment contracts lasting
over 20-years, along with respect from society. Thailand even has an
open-access national research journal database: THANO. Certainly,
these are features that are ahead of other academic systems (Day &
Skulsuthavong, 2019). So, to “trace” the network and its problems
becomes easier when we visualise these relationally, as expressed
in Figure 1, where solid lines and arrows represent relations between
nodes in socio-technical relationships. Nodes housed within the dotted
lines represent sub-nodes and their relations, or in other words,
“networks within networks”. The connections between actors shown
in Figure 1 are non-exhaustive, and many more can be drawn across
byicpe Iribmk_g1o)_Ib0asjrsp_j00cjbg0RFcInspnmgcdmbrfcdby ep ki
then, maps the interrelated social and technical complexity between
equally important humans and non-humans. Put another way, it shows
the complex heterogeneity of Thai HE.

One reason, it is important to trace Ajam and map their
ocj_rmIqfindio0™ ca_sqcdmi) dqeliva_Irtasirsp jobudicpclacmiucqrepld
academia. To understand this is to understand international education,
at least in part, within Thailand, as well as the inherent problems



of developing Thailand 4.0. If we change one focal actor, the entire
actor-network reassembles. Hence, why it is necessary to trace these
complex relationships through analytical review of literature, and

anina_jo bigamspoc,0 Unrfylorfcducarouc) o0 _Oamlbep_~jchdma_jirud
on the lecturer; their appointment is not socially seen as being of
comparable high status, but their proximity within a university setting
is considerable. Such academics operate their own research agendas,
apply for grants and present research at competitive levels, in doing
50 creating a locality that is driven by their endeavours. In this sense,
academics serve themselves and operate symbiotically with a university
ina relationship of encapsulated interest.

Figure 1: A Socio-technical Actor-Network Tracing of Ajarn in Thai Higher Education
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